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Synopsis

These powerful investigative pieces, which take us from the religious police of Saudi Arabia to the
rise of the Islamic State, comprise an essential primer on jihadist movements in the Middle

EastA¢a -4 +and the attempts of the West to contain them. In these pages, Lawrence Wright
examines al-Qaeda as it experiences a rebellion from within and spins off a growing web of
worldwide terror. He shows us the Syrian film industry before the civil warA¢a -4 scompliant at the
edges but already exuding a barely masked fury. He gives us the heart-wrenching story of American
children kidnapped by ISISA¢a -a «and Atlantic publisher David BradleyA¢a -4,¢s efforts to secure
their release. And he details the roles of key FBI figures John OA¢a -4,¢Neill and his talented
protAfA©gAfA® Ali Soufan in fighting terrorism. In a moving epilogue, Wright shares his predictions
for the future. Rigorous, clear-eyed, and compassionate, The Terror Years illuminates the complex

human players on all sides of a devastating conflict. A A
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“Superb and gracefully written. . . . Wright is one of the most lucid writers on the subject of
Islamic extremism.A¢a -A+ A¢a -4 *The New York Review of BooksA¢a —A“Few American writers
understand the phenomenon of Islam-based terrorism betterA A than writerA A Lawrence
Wright.A¢a -As A¢a -4 *USA TodayA¢a —-A“An essential record of the 9/11 era. . . . Wright has a
gift only the most talented journalists possess . . . he brings the world vividly to our

fingertips.A¢a —A+ A¢a -4 «O, The Oprah Magazine A A A¢a -A“Vital. . . . Heartbreaking. . . .



Darkly magnificent.A¢ga -A+ A¢a -4 sThe Christian Science MonitorA¢a —A“A fine tapestry of
personal experience and unobtrusive reflection.A¢a -A+ A¢ga -a sThe New York Times Book
Review A¢a —A“This is reportage pure and simpleA¢a -4 «and it is first-rate.A¢a —A+ A¢a —a *The
Wall Street Journal Aga —-A“Compelling. . . . Insightful. . . . Wright takes readers on a disquieting
journey through the world of violent jihadism, spending time with its perpetrators, its theorists, its
mavericks, its victims, and its enemies. . . . WrightA¢a -4,¢s portrait of the spiritual home of
contemporary jihadism will be as chilling as it is credible.A¢a —A+ A¢a -4 *Foreign Affairs

A¢a -A“Masterful. . . . Searing. . . . Combines a deep knowledge base with a strong current of
journalistic compassion.A¢a -A+ A¢ga -4 sThe Dallas Morning News Ag¢a -A“Offers a view of the
war through the lens of the individuals and societies that have taken part in it. . . . explores events
through a closer, more personal lens at which historians too often balk, in an engaging, empathetic,
and literary narrative style.A¢a —A+ A¢a -a Commonweal A¢a -A“Insightful, informative. . . . Vivid.
... Through [WrightA¢a -4,¢s] eyes, readers can understand that the fight against terror, from
al-Qaida to the Islamic State, involves real people, not slogans.A¢a —As A¢a —a <St. Louis
Post-Dispatch A¢a —-A“Few journalists are as conversant with the frightening post-9/11 world than
theA A New Yorker's Lawrence Wright. . . . Anyone who reflects on these thorough, thoughtful
pieces will be better equipped to evaluate the prescriptions for waging that fight offered by those

vying to lead it. A¢a -As A¢a -4 *Shelf Awareness

Lawrence WrightA A is a staff writer forA A The New YorkerA A and the author of eight previous
books of nonfiction, includingA A In the New World,A A Remembering Satan, The Looming
Tower,A A Going Clear,A A andA A Thirteen Days in September,A A and one

novel, A A GodA¢a -4,¢s Favorite. His books have received many prizes and honors, including a
Pulitzer Prize forA A The Looming Tower. He is also a playwright and screenwriter. He and his wife

are longtime residents of Austin, Texas.www.lawrencewright.com

A highly readable and excellent overview of the years of terror that have affected our world. Great

as both a primer and a clarifier.

Worth the read. Was expecting an in depth book but this is a collection of the authors essays.

excellent



Fabulous read. Makes me wish Lawrence Wright was in the state department.

interesting facts about terror since the early 90s until recently. | enjoyed reading this book because |

feel | became more informed about this subject/

excellent writing, understandable details of international relations - best explanation have seen

regarding terrorists from "holy land"

Well written with a lot of valuable information,but the chapters are not sequential and the overall

arrangement of the book is choppy

Despite a few too many excursions into personal adventures this is a tightly told story of events

central to our lives in the 21st century.
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